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Home Repair Program 
 
The Home Repair Program (HRP) offers homeowners residing in Des Plaines a 0% interest, forgivable grant 
(financial aid) to pay for needed home repairs and maintenance. The program is designed to help 
homeowners maintain their homes in good condition, while keeping their homeownership costs affordable. 
Funding is provided by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) through the 
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG).  
 
Qualified lower income homeowners may receive up to $20,000 for eligible home repairs and moderate-
income homeowners may receive up to $12,000. There are no monthly payments and the amount owed is 
forgiven after 10 years if the homeowner still owns the home. However, the amount borrowed must be repaid 
if the homeowner sells the home or otherwise transfers title before the 10 year period is over. In either case, 
no interest is charged. A lien is placed on the rehabilitated property to ensure repayment during the 10 year 
period. The homeowner's credit rating is not affected and the City may subordinate the lien if the homeowner 
refinances the mortgage. A lead inspection is carried out prior to the performance of any work.  
 
Contact Information:  
North West Housing Partnership: Michelle Hill, Program Manager – 847.969.0561/ext. 2001  
City of Des Plaines: Davorka Kirincic, AICP, Associate Planner/CDBG Administrator 847.391.5381 
 
Minor Home Repair Program (and accessibility modifications) 
 
The Minor Home Repair Program (MHRP) offers homeowners residing in Des Plaines a 0% interest, forgivable 
grant (financial aid) to pay for needed home repairs and maintenance to address minor repair issues in the 
home that don’t have the immediate need of repairs that would not qualify for the Emergency Repair Program 
and/or with small-scale repair jobs not appropriate for the Home Repair Program. In addition, this program 
will be marketed towards the low income elderly population as well as low income disabled populations of 
Des Plaines in order to perform accessibility modifications in these households to support ‘aging in place’. An 
emphasis will be placed on accessibility modifications, such as ramps and grab bars. In some instances, a lead 
inspection will be performed prior to work being performed.  
The Minor Repair Program offers low income households up to $3,000. In the some instances, a lead 
inspection will be performed prior to work being performed. There are no monthly payments and the amount 
owed is forgiven after 10 years if the homeowner still owns the home. However, the amount borrowed must 
be repaid if the homeowner sells the home or otherwise transfers title before the 10 year period is over. In 
either case, no interest is charged. A lien is placed on the rehabilitated property to ensure repayment during 
the 10 year period. The homeowner's credit rating is not affected and the City may subordinate the lien if the 
homeowner refinances the mortgage.  
 
Contact Information:  
North West Housing Partnership: Michelle Hill, Program Manager – 847. 969.0561/ext. 2001  
City of Des Plaines: Davorka Kirincic, AICP, Associate Planner/CDBG Administrator 847.391.5381 



Emergency Home Repair Program 

The Emergency Repair Program will provide grants of up to $2,500 to eligible low-mod income City of Des 
Plaines homeowners for emergency repairs. This must be an emergency situation requiring immediate work. 
An emergency is defined as “actions immediately necessary to safeguard against imminent danger to human 
life, health or safety, or to protect property from further structural damage (such as when a property has been 
damaged by a natural disaster, fire, or structural collapse).” The assistance will be provided in the form of a 
grant with no repayment required. The program will target homeowners who need to make emergency 
repairs required to maintain the health and safety of the premises. Housing inspectors will verify emergency 
situations. The assistance will be provided in the form of a grant, with no repayment required.  

Contact Information:  
City of Des Plaines: Davorka Kirincic, AICP, Associate Planner/CDBG Administrator 847.391.5381 
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