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Planning Process 

2008 

• June-August – Project kick-off, stakeholder interviews  

• August – Public Meeting #1: Visioning Workshop  

• December 11 – Public Meeting #2: Initial Concepts 

2009 

• January-March – Coordination with zoning update 

• March-May – Drafting of plan 

• July – Presentation of the Draft and Final Plans 
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Plan Structure 
Plan Outline 
• Introduction 

• Existing Conditions 

• Issues, Desires and Opportunities 

• District Plans 

• Implementation 
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The Study Area 
• Elmhurst Road (from 

Oakton St to Dempster 
St) and Oakton Street 
(from Elmhurst Rd to 
River Rd) 

 
• 4.4 miles in length 
 
• 387 parcels containing 

510 acres 
 



Oakton Street/Elmhurst Road Corridor Study 

Plan Structure 
• Four planning districts 
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Plan Structure 
Each planning district has: 
• Vision statement 

• List of guiding objectives 

• Policy and design recommendations 
– Land use 

– Transportation 

– Urban Design 
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Elmhurst Road 

The Elmhurst Road district is a regional corridor hosting 
a broad variety of services and retailers.   Its gateway 
features at Oakton and Dempster, enhanced 
streetscaping, and high quality of design for new 
development create an attractive corridor that welcomes 
people from neighboring communities and regional hubs 
such as I-90, O’Hare, and the northwestern suburban 
community. 

Vision Statement 
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Elmhurst Road 
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Elmhurst Road 
• Parking access and 

management 

• Edge treatments and 
landscaping 
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Elmhurst Road 
Streetscape Plan 
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Oakton Industrial 

The Oakton Industrial District is a community asset that 
takes advantage of the city’s unique regional 
accessibility and provides a large number employment 
opportunities.  It is an attractive symbol of Des Plaines 
through the “greening” of Oakton Street, the 
beautification of industrial buildings and sites, and 
mitigation of its impacts on surrounding neighborhoods. 

Vision Statement 
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Oakton Industrial District 
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Oakton Industrial District 
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Oakton Industrial District 
• Site access and freight traffic management 

• Industrial site and building design guidelines 
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Oakton Industrial District 
• Site access and freight traffic management 

• Industrial site and building design guidelines 
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Oakton Industrial 
Primary Streetscape Plan 
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Oakton Industrial 
Transitional Streetscape Plan 
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Oakton Industrial 
Oakton/Elmhurst Gateway Plan 
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Oakton Retail 

The Oakton Retail District is a mix of large format retail 
and mixed-use development providing a regional 
destination at the intersection of Oakton Street and Lee 
Street.  Its attractive shopping environment creates a 
unique sense of place within Des Plaines. 

Vision Statement 
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Oakton Retail District 



Oakton Street/Elmhurst Road Corridor Study 

Oakton Retail District 
• Commercial redevelopment 
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Oakton Retail District 
• Public and private commercial environment 
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Oakton Retail District 
• On-site access and circulation 
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Oakton Retail 
Streetscape Plan 
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Oakton Mixed-use 

The Oakton Mixed-use District is a unique place in Des 
Plaines.  Its traditional commercial development 
pattern will be the foundation for improvements that help 
create a strong pedestrian environment and focal point 
for the community.  New activities and destinations 
attract residents and visitors to this district and 
reestablish it as one of the city’s great places to live, 
work and play. 

Vision Statement 
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Oakton Mixed-use District 
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Oakton Mixed-use District 
• “Destination” commercial and open space 
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Oakton Mixed-use District 
• Redevelopment potential 

• Parking access and management 
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Oakton Mixed-use District 
• Parking infill 

• Corridor beautification 
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Oakton Mixed-use District 
• Public environment 
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Oakton Mixed-use 
Oakton/River Road Gateway Plan 
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Implementation 
• Development Policy 

• Economic Development 

• Capital Improvements 

• Image Enhancement Programs 

• Traffic and Transportation Management 

• Organizational/Strategic 
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Development Policy 
• Amend zoning regulations to reflect 

appropriate parking, landscaping and 
densities 

• Strengthen land use controls to 
preserve neighborhood areas, create 
new corridor amenities, and expand 
housing choice 

• Adopt design guidelines to upgrade 
existing structures and mold future 
growth 
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Economic Development 
• Use public initiatives to attract 

development partners 

• Encourage new and innovative 
development models from the 
private market 

• Look for public/private partnership 
opportunities to create large-scale 
redevelopment projects with specific 
end products 
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Capital Improvements 
• Enhance the public realm through 

streetscaping and gateways 

• Upgrade corridor infrastructure, 
including roadways, signals, and 
corridor utilities 

• Expand bicycle, pedestrian and 
transit facilities 
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Image Enhancement Programs 
• Establish incentives for site 

landscaping and screening 

• Support beautification of existing 
development through a façade 
improvement program 

• Create attractive buffers between 
uses where needed 
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Traffic and Transportation 
• Manage truck traffic and its impacts 

on surrounding neighborhoods 

• Implement traffic-calming 
techniques to enhance 
pedestrianism 

• Manage on-site parking and 
circulation 

• Complete streets 



Oakton Street/Elmhurst Road Corridor Study 

Organizational/Strategic 
• Establish a coalition of industrial 

tenants 

• Create a local voice for small 
businesses on Oakton Street 
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Who’s responsible? 
• City of Des Plaines 

– Dept. of Community and Economic Development 

– Dept. of Engineering 

– Dept. of Public Works 

– Economic Development Commission 
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Who’s responsible? 
• Partner Agencies 

– Des Plaines Park District 

– Mount Prospect Park District 

– Des Plaines Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

– Metropolitan Water Reclamation District 
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Who’s responsible? 
• New Organizations 

– Oakton Industrial Council 

– Oakton Street Business Organization 
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Work Program 
• Organizes recommendations by: 

– Type of improvement 
– Planning district 
– Responsible parties 
– Timeframe 
– Magnitude of cost 



Oakton Street/Elmhurst Road Corridor Study 

Work Program 
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Priority Actions 
• Update the zoning ordinance to reflect the 

vision of this plan 
– Appropriate uses 

– Building placement and design 

– On-site parking requirements 

– Signage 

– Landscaping and screening 
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Priority Actions 
• Create a parking management plan 

– Establish balanced on-site parking requirements 

– Permit off-site parking options in pedestrian 
environments 

– Consider centralized parking lots 

– Assess municipal role in parking provisions 
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Priority Actions 
• Outline a redevelopment strategy for the 

Oakton Retail District 
– What is the real market potential? 

– What is the desired use mix and physical character? 

– How can project areas be packaged and phased? 

– What is the public benefit? 

– What resources should the City consider using? 
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Priority Actions 
• Establish organization relationships and 

entities 
– Identify existing personnel or volunteers 

– Establish clear means of communication and 
coordination 

– Clearly establish who is responsible for what 

– Identify any unmet needs 
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Questions? 


