
Solid Waste and Recycling Guide
for the City of Des Plaines 

Service Inquiries?  847-981-0091

Residents with questions or a service related issue 
regarding the trash and recycling program may contact Republic Services 
Monday through Friday 7:00 am - 6:00 pm and Saturday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm



Residential Services
The City of Des Plaines contracts exclusively with Republic Services to provide trash, recycling and yard waste

collection services to residential households.

Weekly curbside service or alley collection with carts, is provided to single family homes, duplexes and multi-

family properties up to four units, utilizing carts.

General Guidelines
• All carts and yard  materials must be placed two feet apart and no more than three feet from the curb

for collection by 7:00 am the day of your scheduled collection, but not before 5:00 pm the day before

your pick-up. 

• Please keep in mind that separate trucks pick up trash, recycling, yard waste and appliances, so each of

these materials may be picked up at different times of the day.

• All containers must be removed from the curb by 8:00 am the day after your scheduled collection.

• Carts are the property of Republic Services and are not to be removed from the property.

The City of Des Plaines has entered into an agreement with

Republic Services to provide a comprehensive trash, recyclables and

yard waste collection program. These programs are designed to

encourage recycling and waste reduction, reduce litter in our

neighborhoods and ensure that waste is disposed of in an

environmentally responsible manner. This guide includes various

services that are available to Des Plaines residents.

Senior Discount Information
Senior citizens age 65 years and older, living in single family homes, and multifamily up to four units are entitled

to a senior citizen rate subject to proof of identification. Customers who request the discount must provide the

City with proof of eligibility in the form of

• a valid state-issued driver's license or identification card, Social

Security Card, or United States passport; and 

• a copy of a valid and effective deed or lease showing that the

Customer is either a named owner or lessee of the Residential

Dwelling for which they are seeking the Senior Citizen Discount.

No Customer may receive the Senior Citizen Discount for more

than one Residential Dwelling.



Curbside Collection Service
Holidays

There is no pick-up on certain holidays. When your scheduled collection day

occurs on, or after, one of the six following holidays: New Year’s Day, Memorial

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, or Christmas Day; your

collection will be delayed by one day.

Larger Bulk Items
• One bulk item will be allowed per week at no additional

charge (i.e., couch, small tables, etc.).

• Maximum 50 pound weight limit.

• Additional items may result in a service charge.

Damaged Carts
Contact Republic Services at (847)

981-0091 to arrange to have

damaged carts repaired and/or

replaced.

Unacceptable Items
Household products that are flammable, toxic, corrosive or reactive can be dangerous to
collection personnel and the environment when disposed of improperly. Items such as
paint, pesticides, poisons, cleaning solvents, automotive batteries, tires, tainted gasoline,
used oil and other automobile fluids are considered to be household hazardous waste and
may not be included with your regular trash for disposal.

Appliances & Electronics
State law prohibits the disposal of appliances and electronics in landfills. A separate truck will collect appliances

on your regularly scheduled pick-up day. All electronic waste is accepted, residents can put  e-waste
at the curb. Please call Republic Services at (847) 981-0091 to schedule a pickup if the item is

over 50 pounds.

Yard Waste
Yard waste is collected weekly from the first Monday of April through the week including

December 11th on the regularly scheduled pick-up day. Please do not mix trash with yard

waste. Cans containing mixed trash and yard waste will not be collected.

• Must be placed in biodegradable Kraft paper bags, not exceeding 32 gallons in capacity for

collection. Yard waste placed in plastic bags will not be collected.

• Metal or plastic cans, are also acceptable, providing they do not exceed 32 gallons in capacity

and are marked on the outside with twelve (12) inch high red X's around the body of the

can.

• Please bundle brush and tree trimmings and tie with biodegradable twine in distinct piles no

longer than 4 feet long and 2 feet

in diameter and should not weigh

more than 50 pounds. Service Inquiries?  847-981-0091



Recycling

General Guidelines
• Do not mix household trash with recyclables in the recycling cart. Mixed trash will not

be collected.

• Do not put recyclable materials in plastic bags.

• All recyclable materials should be rinsed free of food with caps/lids removed.

• Cardboard must be flattened or cut into 2’ x 2’ squares. Cardboard should be placed

inside the recycling cart.

Des Plaines encourages residents to reduce, reuse, and recycle using one of three sizes of

recycling carts. Republic Services allows residents to exchange the size of their cart for no

charge. Residents may contact Customer Service at 847-981-0091 to request a second

recycling cart for no extra charge  .

Put these items together
in your recycling cart

Newspapers, Magazines,
Catalogs, Books, Phone
Books

Cardboard

Scrap paper, shredded
paper, paper cartons,
paper cups

Household plastic
containers and rigid
plastics

Metal Cans

Aluminum Foil

Glass Containers

Acceptable

Includes ads, inserts, postcards, hard cover, soft
cover & miscellaneous paper.

Flatten boxes. Large boxes must be cut into pieces
no larger than 3’ x 3’

Include mail envelopes, copy paper, office paper,
greeting cards, paper egg cartons, milk juice and
other beverage cartons, paper and cereal/food
boxes. Place shredded paper into paper bags.

Include all plastic household containers, bottles, jugs,
cups and tubs. Rigid plastic baskets, buckets, storage
totes, kitty litter tubs, plant pots, unmotorized
outdoor toys and small pools. Caps, lids, rings and
handles should be left on the plastic containers.

Includes aluminum, tin and steel food and spray
cans. Caps, lids, pull tabs and labels may remain on
the containers. Place metal lids inside cans.

Aluminum foil and foil trays.

Glass bottles and jars. Mix all colors together. Caps,
lids, rings and labels may remain on the containers.

Not Acceptable

Materials should be free of plastic bags and
wrappers.

Do NOT include cardboard that contains food residue
or wax-coating.

Do NOT include bath tissue, paper towels, photos,
laminated paper or paper coated with food, wax or
foil. Remove plastic bags and plastic wrappers.

Do NOT include plastic foam, bags, product
wrappers, utensils, or garden hoses. Containers
should be empty and free of excess liquids and food
residue.

Containers should be empty and free of excess liquids
and food residue. Do NOT include fire extinguishers,
propane and helium gas tanks, utensils, hangers, or
small appliances, batteries or auto parts.

Foil should be free of food residue.

Do NOT include light bulbs, mirror, bakeware,
ceramics, drinking glasses, window and auto glass.

NO auto parts
NO holiday lights
NO batteries
NO utensils

NO food or garbage
NO wire
NO combustibles
NO toys

NO foam
NO hangers
NO paint cans
NO needles/syringes

Items on the NOT ACCPETED list
may contaminate an entire load
of recyclables and SHOULD NOT
be placed in your recycling cart.


